Research priorities associated with family caregivers in palliative care: international perspectives.
Reviews of the literature have consistently highlighted significant gaps with regard to research associated with family caregivers within the context of palliative care. We sought to determine a priority driven research agenda for this field of inquiry. A Web-based survey was sent to 80 people who had previously expressed interest in, or were members of The International Palliative Care Family Carer Research Collaboration (http://centreforpallcare.org/index.php/research/ipcfcrc/). Fifty-five participants completed the survey (response rate, 70%) from 12 countries. Priority research areas included: intervention development and testing; underresearched caregiver groups; access to services; unmet needs; bereavement; experience and implications of the caregiver role; and development of assessment tools. Qualitative responses complemented these data and also acknowledged the importance of collaboration and development of a critical mass of researchers focusing in this area in order to progress knowledge. These results reinforce the findings of systematic reviews that have demonstrated a need for the evolution of intervention development focused on improving family caregiver support. However, there are other key areas that also warrant comprehensive attention, including marginalized family caregivers and strategies to assist health professionals to identify family caregivers who have significant psychosocial issues.